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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE. 


The booklet which we are now presenting 
to the readers contains a few extracts from some 
of the writings of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
the Promised Messiah and Mahdi, and Founder 
of the Ahmadiyya Movement, embodying ex- 
hortations and words of advice which he 
addressed to his followers from time to time 
for their moral and spiritual benefit. 


We hope that these extracts will prove 
beneficial to Western readers, and once they 
appreciate them, they will not hesitate to try 
to mould their character in conformity with the 
teachings embodied in them. 
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CERTAINTY IN FAITH. 


Seekers after truth! Open your ears and 
listen to the words which I speak that there is 
no wealth in the world equal to certainty in 
faith. It is certainty which breaks the shackles 
of sin. Itis certainty that gives you the power 
of doing deeds of virtue. It is certainty and 
certainty alone which makes a man a true 
and sincere lover of God. Can you keep from 
sin without certainty? Have you the power 
to overcome the passions of flesh without 
witnessing a manifestation of certainty? Do 
you think that your lives can be transformed to 
purity unaided by the light of certainty? Is it 
possible for you to attain to true happiness 
Without certainty? Does there exist under 
heaven any redemption or atonement which can 
take away your sins? Has the son‘ of Mary 
the power to release you from the bondage of 
sin with his supposed blood ? Speak not a lie 
at which the earth might cleave asunder, for 
Jesus himself stood in need of certainty for his 
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own salvation, to whom it was granted and 
therefore he was saved. Remember that 
except by the light of certainty you cannot 
come out of the life of darkness nor can 
the holy spirit descend upon you. Blessed 
are they who have found the wealth of certainty 
for they shall see God. Blessed are they whose 
doubts are set at rest for they shall be delivered 
from sin. Blessed are you when the wealth 
of certainty is given to you for then you shall 
cease to sin. Sin vanishes away where certainty 
finds an entrance. Can you thrust your hand 
into a hole in which you see a poisonous serpent 
or stand in a place where a volcano is raining 
stones, or where lightning is falling, or which 
is the haunt of a ferocious lion, or where de- 
structive plague prevails? If you have the 
game certainty about the destructive nature of 
sin as about the destruction which volcanic 
matter or a plague works, it is impossible that 
you should disobey God’s commandments and 
go against His will or break off the connection 
of sincerity and love with Him. 

Ye people that have been invited to virtue 
and righteousness, know it for certain that the 
Divine attraction cannot be generated in you 
nor the impure stain of sin washed off from your 
faces until your hearts flow with certainty. 
Tf you think that your lifeless traditional belief 
gives you certainty, it is nothing but a delusion. 
Had you the desired certainty, you would_not 
have been destitute of its consequences. You 
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do not keep back from sin, you do not eschew 
evil, you do not take the forward step that you 
ought to take and you do not fear God as you 
ought to fear Him. Where is your certainty 
then? Do you ever thrust your hand into a 
hole when you are certain that it has a poisonous 
snake? Can you take a single morsel from a 
food which you certainly know to be poisoned ? 
Or can you go inadvertently and unguarded 
into a jungle which you certainly know to be 
the abode of man-eaters? How is it then 
that your hands, and your feet, and your eyes, 
and your ears are bold in the commission of 
sin, notwithstanding your alleged certainty 
in relation to God and the reward and punish- 
ment of good and evil deeds. Sin cannot 
overcome certainty. How can you throw 
yourselves into a burning and consuming fire 
when you see it with your eyes? The citadels 
of certainty rise high to heaven, and Satan 
cannot ascend them. If any one has been 
purified, it is through certainty that he has 
found this blessing. Certainty gives the power 
to meet every hardship, so much so that it 
makes the monarch throw away the royal 
sceptre and don the garments of a darvesh, 
Certainty lightens the labour and smooths the 
path. Certainty enables a man to see God. 
Every atonement is false and every redemption 
vain, for to righteousness there is no other 
way but certainty, It is certainty which 
releases a man from the bondage of sin, carries 
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him to God and makes him surpass even the 
angels in his sincerity and perseverance. The 
religion that has not the means to bring about 
certainty, is false. The religion which cannot 
show the face uf the living God with certainty, 
28 false. The religion which has nothing 
but idle tales of the marvels of the past, is 
false. The eternal and unchangeable God is 
even now as He was in the past ages, and His 
wonderful powers are the same as they were 
ere now, and He has the same might to show 
His wonderful signs as He had at any previous 
time. Why then trust in tales and not seek 
the living manifestations of the power of God ? 
That religion is nothing but the way to perdi- 
tion whose miracles and prophecies are stories, 
and those people are ruined to whom God has 
not revealed Himself and who have not been 
purified by the hand of God through certainty. 
As a man is drawn to indulgence in his carnal 

assions on account of the animal gratification 
which he feels in them, similarly he is attracted 
to God with a mighty magnetism when he has 
once tasted the heavenly bliss. His beauty then 
s0 enchants him that all else besides Him is 
naught to him. No man is ever freed from the 
slavery of sin unless he has a certain knowledge 
of God and His power and of the reward and 
punishment of good and evil deeds. The root 
from which every insolence grows is the lack 
of certainty, and the person who has any access 
to certain knowledge regarding the Divine 
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Being dare not go againstHis will. If the 
owner of a house knows that a heavy flood 
is sure to sweep away his house or that it has . 
caught fire and a very small space is left, he 
cannot stay in the house. How do you then, 
notwithstanding your pretensions to certainty 
as to the reward and punishment of good and 
evil deeds, remain in the dangerous condition 
in which you are? Open your eyes and 
consider the Divine laws which you see working 
in the world. Be not the rats which go down- 
wards but be the pigeons which fly upwards 
and ascend into the heights of the heaven. Do 
not turn to sin after you have sworn repentance 
and be not like the serpent which after strip- 
ping off its skin is still the same old serpent. 

emember death for it is coming nearer to you 
and you are unaware of its spires Try to 
purify yourselves for no one who is not himself 
purified can see the Holy One. But how can 
you find this blessing? Almighty God Him- 
self has shown you the way and said —s [dgahusfy 
Bytia'l 4 »-al& “ Seek the assistance of God with 

atience and with prayer.” Prayer must be ad- 

ressed to God with true humbleness of heart 
and must contain the praise and sanctification 
of God, sstighfar and the invoking of Divine 
blessings on the Holy Prophet. When you 
say your prayers do not like the ignorant deem 
it a sin to utter words in your prayer in any but 
the sacred language. Their iatlghjor and prayers 
are only lifeless ceremonies. Therefore, when 
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you say your prayers, address your supplica- 
tions to God with humility and submissiveness 
- inyour own language, also reciting the passages 
of the Holy Quran which is the Word of God and 
the prayers taught by the Holy Prophet in the 
Arabic language, for when you pray to God in 
your own language, your words have greater 
efficacy and your hearts, as they realize the 
depth of the meaning of these words, bow 
down before God with greater submission (Vol. 
11, R. R. 1903). 


The Teachings of the Promised Messiah. 


To follow me it is necessary in the first. 
place to believe in one God, the Creator and 
the Supporter of all existence, powerful over 
all, eternal, everlasting and unchanging in His 
attributes, neither being a son nor having a 
son, and free from suffering injuries, cross or 
death. Being far off He is yet very near, and. 
being near He is still very far, He is one but His 
manifestations are many. For those who 
renew themselves, He is a new God, and His 
dealings with them are new. They witness a 
transformation in God to the extent to which 
they transform themselves. But it is not God 
who changes, for He is unchanging and perfect 
in His attributes from all eternity. Itis a new 
manifestation of Divinity which is disclosed 
to a man when he is transformed by a renewal 
of his mind. As a man rises higher, a higher 
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manifestation of Divine power is revealed to 
him. When he shows an extraordinary trans- 
formation, Almighty God reveals to him extra- 
ordinary manifestations of His power. This is 
the root from which signs and miracles spring. 

Such is my Lord ; in Him you must believe 
and Him you must set before you. Let God be 
uppermost in your mind ; let Him be dearer to 
you than your own selves, your comforts and 
all your connections. Be you constant and firm 
in His path so that no storm might shake you. 
The world trusts in its resources and prefers 
not God to its own dear objects but trust ye 
in God alone and prefer Him to all else, so that 
you may be numbered on heaven with His 
people. Almighty God has been exhibiting His 
signs of mercy from ancient times, but you can- 
not avail yourselves of His tender mercies until 
you are one with Him and fulfil all the laws of 
righteousness. His will must be your will and 
His desires your desires. Be faithful to Him in 
adversities and lie at His door whether He 
hearkens to your voice or not, so that His will 
be done in all cases. If you trust in Him thus, 
the Living God who has long hidden His face 
from the world will manifest Himself in you. 
Is there any one among you who can act upon 
these ordinances, who can seek to do the will 
of God and submit to the decree of heaven 
without uttering a word of complaint? When 
adversities encompass you all about, your 
faith in Him should be greater. 
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_ Let all your power be exerted to establish 
His unity upon earth. Be kind and merciful 
to the creatures of God. Let not your tongue 
speak evil against them or your hands do injury 
‘to them. Do not oppress them but try your 
best to do good to them. Speak not the word 
of pride and vanity to any one though he be 
your subordinate or servant. Abuse not any 
one though he might abuse you. Walk upon 
earth in humility and meekness and sympathise 
with your fellow-beings, that you may be accept- 
ed of God. There are many who show meek- 
ness outwardly but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. There are many who are smooth in 
appearance but they have the nature of a 
serpent. You cannot be accepted of your 
God until your tongue conforms to your 
heart. If you arein a high place, glory not in 
your greatness and do not look down upon the 
lowly but have mercy upon them. If you are 
learned, glory not in your learning, and do not 
despise the ignorant with vanity but give them 
a word of kind advice. If you are rich, glory 
not in your riches and behave not proudly 
toward the poor, but serve and assist them. 
Shun the paths that lead to destruction. Fear 
God and be righteous. Worship not any crea- 
ture but severing all your earthly connec- 
tions, be ye wholly devoted unto God. Let 
not your delight be in this world. Serve God 
only, and devote your life to His service. Hate 
every impurity and evil for God’s sake, for 
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your Lord is holy. Let every morning bear 
witness that you have passed the night 
with righteousness, and let every evening 
bear witness that you have passed the day 
fearing God. 

Be not afraid of the curses of this world, 
for they are like the smoke which disappears 
instantly and cannot turn the light of your 
day into the darkness of night; but fear the 
curse of God which comes down from heaven, 
and brings ruin, both in this world and the 
next, upon the heads of those upon whom it 
descends. You cannot save yourselves with 
hypocrisy, for your Lord sees the inmost secrets 
of the heart. Can you deceive Him? There- 
fore stand uprightly before Him, purge your 
hearts of every impurity and cleanse them of 
every dross. If the slightest darkness remains 
in you, it may overcome your light and all shall 
be darkness. If there is vanity, hypocrisy, 
self-approbation or idleness in you, you cannot 
be acceptable in the sight of God. Be not 
deceived that a few words that your lips utter 
are the goal of your life, for Almighty God 
wishes to bring about a thorough transforma- 
tion in your lives. He demands of you a death, 
aiter which He shall breathe a new life into you. 
Be at peace with each other and forgive the 
trespasses of your brethren, for wicked is 
the person who does not agree to be at peace 
with his brother. He is in danger of being 
cut off, for he sows the seed of dissension. 
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Renounce your desires and passions in every’ 
way and settle your differences quickly. Being 
true, humble yourselves like one who is in error, 
that you may be forgiven. Get rid of the 
fatness of passion because strait is the gate to 
which you are called, and a fat man caniiot 
enter in it. Woe unto him who does not accept 
these words which have come out of the mouth 
of God and have been taught by me. If you 
wish that God may be pleased with you-upon 
heaven, be at agreement with one another as. 
twinborn brothers. The greatest among you is 
he who most forgives his brother’s trespasses. 
Woe betide him who does not forgive, and 
persists in vengeance. Such a one has no 
share in me. 
Fear the curse of God, for the Lord is a 
holy and jealous God. The workers of iniquity 
cannot attain the nearness of God. The proud, 
the unjust, and the dishonest cannot approach 
im. Every one who is not jealous for the 
name of the Lord, cannot draw nigh to Him. 
They who are greedy of every sordid earthly 
gain like dogs, or are busy like ants in gathering 
the riches of this world, or fall like vultures. 
‘upon the carrion of vile things of this world, 
and lead their lives comfortably in these en- 
joyments are turned away from Almighty God, 
and can have no access to His presence. An 
evil eye cannot see Him and an impure heart. 
cannot know Him. Who casts himself into. 
fire for His sake, shall be delivered from hell~ 


]1 


fire ; who ie for Him shall laugh; and who- 
cuts asunder 

shall meet Him. Be ye the friends of God with 
@ sincere heart and with faithfulness and zeal, 


that He may befriend you.: Show kindness. 


and’mercy to your servants, your wives and 
your poor brethren that mercy may be shown 
to you on heaven. Be ye for God in right 
earnest that He may be for you. The world 
is a place where trials and afflictions await you 
on all sides and the plague is only one of them.. 
Take hold of God with firmness and fidelity 
that He may keep these calamities from coming 
neat you. No one canbe smitten with a calam- 
ity upon earth until a decree is issued from 
heaven ; nor can an evil be removed until mercy 
descends from heaven. It is wisdom to take 
hold of the root and not to trust to the branch. 
It is not forbidden you to make use of a medi- 
cine or to resort to a measure, but it is forbidden 
you to put your trust in these, for nothing wilb 
happen but what-God wills. If any one can, 
let him trust in God for to trust in God is the 


” safest course. 


I also enjoin upon you not to forsake the 
Holy Quran, for in it is your life. Those whe 
honour the Holy Quran, shall be honored on 
heaven ; those who prefer the Holy Quran, shall 
be preferred on heaven. There is no book on. 
the face of the earth for the guidance of the world 
butthe Holy Quran, and no apostle-for the 
intercession of mankind but the Holy Prophet 


e ties of this world for His sake _ 


~ 
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Muhammad (may peace and the blessings of God 
be upon him). Endeavour to bear true love to 
this Prophet of honour and glory, and do not give 
excellence to any one over him that you may be 
written on heaven among those who are saved. 
Do not deceive yourselves that you shall see 
salvation only after your death, for true 
salvation is that which reveals its light in this 
very life. Whois saved? He who knows the 
existence of God to be certainly true and certain- 
ly knows the Holy Prophet Muhammad (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him) to 
be the intercessor between men and God. 
Under heaven there is no other apostle of equal 
‘dignity with the Holy Prophet, nor any book of 
equal excellence with the Holy Quran. To 
none has Almighty God willed to vouchsafe an 
everlasting life, but this chosen Prophet lives 
for ever. Of this his everlasting life Almighty 
God has thus laid the foundation that He has 
continued the benefits of his Law and spirituality 
to the day of judgment, and through the con- 
tinuance of his spiritual blessings, has at last 
favored the world with the advent of the Pro- 
mised Messiah whose advent was necessary for 
the completion of the Islamic building. It was 
necessary that this world should not have come 
to an end until a spiritual Messiah had been 
raised in the Muslim line like to the one who 
had been raised in the Mosaic line. I am that 
Messiah : God has ordained it to beso. The fool 
fights with his God but the wise man submits 
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to His decrees. He has sent me with more 
than ten thousand shining signs of which the 
lague is also one. My soul’ cannot intercede 
or the safety from this calamity of any but 
such as sincerely enter into’ my discipleship and 
follow me with a true heart and forsake their 
desires in submission to my will. 

Ye people! who call yourselves my fol- 
lowers, you cannot be recognised as my followers 
on heaven until your footsteps fall on the 
path of true righteousness. Say your five 
daily prayers with your whole heart, humbling 
yourselves before God and fearing Him in such 
a@ manner as if you actually see Him. Keep 
your fasts faithfully for the sake of God. Such 
of you whom the Law requires, must give alms 
in accordance with its directions. Ifthe pilgrim- 
age to Mecca has become obligatory upon you, 
and there is no obstacle, you must perform the 
pilgrimage. Do good so as to love it well and 
forsake evil so as to hate it. Know it for certain. 
that ne decd rises up to God which is devoid 
of true righteousness. Righteousness is the 
root of every goodness; if the root’has not 
dried up, the deed shall prosper. I% is neces- 
sary that you should be tried with various 
afflictions and adversities as the faithful before 
you were tried. Beware: that you stumble! 
Earth cannot inflict any harm upon you if the 
tie by which you are bound to heaven is a strong 
tie. Itis your own hands and not your enemy’s 
that cause 70u a loss. If your earthly honour 
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is all lost, God will give you an eternal glory 
on heaven. Do not forsake Him, therefore. 
Tt is necessary that you should suffer various 
afflictions, and be deprived of some long- 
‘cherished hopes, hut be not grieved, for your 
God tries you and examines the faithfulness 
of your hearts in His path. If you wish that 
even the angels should praise you on heaven, 
rejoice when you are persecuted, and be thank- 
ful when you are abused, and sever not the 
tie when you meet with failures. You are 
the last of God’s chosen people; therefore do 
deeds exceeding in their excellence the deeds 
of every other people. Whoever is slack and 
remiss among you, shall be cast off as an excre- 
ment and shall come to a grievous end. Hear 
me, for I give you the glad tidings that your 
‘God really exists. Though all the creatures 
are His, yet He selects him from among all who 
selects Him for his Lord, and He comes to him 
who goes to Him, and He glorifies him who 
declares His glory. Come to Him with your 
hearts cleansed of every guile and duplicity, 
and your tongues, eyes and ears purified of 
every defilement. 

God requires you to believe that there is 
one God and that Muhammad (may peace and 
the blessings of God be on him) is His prophet 
and the seal of the prophets and the greatest of 
all. No prophet can come after him but only he 
who is spiritually clothed in his clothing, for 
the servant and the master are as one and the 
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branch is not independent of the root. There- 
fore, he who losing himself in his master, receives 
the title of prophet from God, does not break 
the seal of prophecy. It is like one’s own 
image in a looking glass. Such an image of 
the Bey Prophet is the Promised Messiah. 
This is the secret of the words which the Holy 
Prophet spoke with reference to the Promised 
Messiah that he shall be buried in his grave. 
He plainly meant that he is but his own self. 
Believe it also that Jesus, the son_of Mary, 


Street, Srinagar (Kashmir) The Holy Quran 
Speaks of his death at various places. 

As for me, it should not be imagined that I 
deny the excellence of the prophet Jesus (peace 
be on him). It is true that Almighty God has 
informed’ me that as the founder of the Muslim 
law is greater than the founder of the Mosaic 
law, so also the Messiah of the Muslim line is 
greater than the Messiah of the Mosaic line, 
still I honour the son of Mary, for spiritually I 
2m one with him, being the last of the succes- 
sors of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (may 

eace and the blessings of God be upon him) as 

esus was the last of the successors of Moses. 
He was the Promised Messiah of the Mosaic 
line a8 I am the Promised Messiah of the Muslim 
line. Therefore I hold my namesake in honour, 
and all those who assert to the contrary and 
say that I do not respect him, are mischief- 
makers and they invent a lie concerning me. 
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Again I say to you, do not imagine that your 
mere outward entrance into my movement will 
suffice. An outward act is nothing if unattended 
with a transformation of the heart. Almighty 
God sees your hearts and shall deal by you 
according to their state. Hear, and in saying 
this I am discharged of the responsibility ot 
delivering my message to you, that sin is a 
poison and therefore shun it, and that the dis- 
obedience of God is an abominable death and 
therefore eschew it. Pray to God that strength 
be given to you. He who, when he prays, is 
faint-hearted and does not consider God as 
powerful over everything except where He 
Himself has promised to the contrary, is not 
of my followers. He who forsakes not lying 
and deceit, is not of my followers. He who is 
involved in the greedy love of this world and 
does not even raise his eye to look to the next, 
is not of my followers. He who does not in 
practice give a preference to matters of religion 
over his worldly affairs, is not of my followers. 
He who does not repent of every evil and wicked- 
ness, such as drinking wine, gambling, looking 
to lust, dishonesty, bribery and every other 
iniquity is not of my followers, He whois not 
regular in his five daily prayers, is not of my 
followers. He who is not constantly suppli- 
cating before God and praying to Him with 
humbleness of heart is not ot my followers. 
He who forsakes not the company of the wicked 
who cast their evil influence over him, is not 
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of my followers. He who does not revere his 
parents, or does not obey them in that which 
is fair and not against the Holy Quran, or does 
not care to serve them to ‘his utmost, is not of 
my followers. He who is not kind and gentle 
‘towards his wife and her relatives, is not of my 
followers. He who refuses his neighbour the 
least good in his power, is not of my followers. 
He who forgives not the trespasses of others and 
harbours revenge, is not of my followers. The 
husband who is false to his wife or the wife that 
is false to her husband, is not of my followers. 
He who breaks in any way the promise which he 
makes at the time of Batat, is not of my followers. 
He who does not believe in me as the Promised 
Messiah and Mahdi, is not of my followers. 
He who is not ready to obey me in all that is 
fair, is not of my followers. He who sits with 
the wicked and chimes in with those who reject 
me, is not of my followers. Every fornicator, 
transgressor, drunkard, murderer, thief, gambler, 
usurper, wrong-doer, liar, forger, every dishonest 
person, every one given to bribery, every accuser 
-of his brother or sister, and every one who 
sits in such company, is not of my followers. 
Every one who does not repent of his wicked 
deeds, and hates not the congregation of evil- 
doers, is not of my followers. 

ese are all poisons which if you ‘take, 
you cannot be saved. Light and darkness 
cannot be in the same place together. Every 
one who is crooked and not upright before God, 
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cannot get the blessings which are granted to- 
those who are of a candid heart. Blessed are 
they who are upright of heart, who purge their 
hearts of every dross, and serve their Lord 
faithfully, for they shall not be lost. God shall 
not disgrace them, for they are God’s and God 
is theirs ; they shall be saved on the day of 
affliction. Their enemies who plot against 
them are fools, for they are in the bosom of God 
and He is their supporter. Who have faith in 
God? Only those who are such. He is also 
foolish who plots against a wicked, mischievous 
and daring transgressor, for the latter shell perish 
of himself. Since God created the earth and the 
heavens, it has never happened that He should. 
have destroyed and brought to naught the 
righteous. On the other hand, He has been 
displaying for them His deeds of wonder and 
will even now show His power. The Lord is. 
faithful, and for His faithful servants He 
shows His wondrous deeds. The world would 
swallow them, and their enemies gnash their 
teeth against them, but He Who is their friend, 
saves them from every path of destruction and 
makes them victorious in every field. Blessed 
is he who holds fast the skirt of such a God. 
I have believed in Him; I have known Him. 
That God is the God.of all the world Who. 
revealed His Word to me, Who showed mighty 
signs for me, and sent me as the Promised 
Messiah in this age. Besides Him, there is no- 
other Ged, neither on earth nor in heavens. 
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Blessed is he who believes in such a God, for he 
shall be happy. Woe to him who does not 
believe, for he shall be forsaken and his days: 
shall end in grief. I have received the revela- 
tion of my God which is brighter than the sun. 
I have seen Him and known Him that He is 
the God of the whole world and there is none 
besides Him. What a powerful and support- 
ing God that I have found, whet an Owner of 
mighty wonders that I have seen! The truthis 
that there is nothing impossible with the Mighty 
God but He does not do that which is against 
His Book and promise. Therefore you when you 
pray, be not faint-hearted like the ignorant 
naichries who have limited the laws of nature 
‘to their own narrow circle of imperfect reason 
and understanding which is not testified to by 
the Book of God. These are rejected by God 
for the weakness of their faith, and their prayers 
shall never be accepted. They are blind and not. 
seeing, dead and not living. They set against. 
God laws framed by themselves and set limits 
to His unlimited powers. They look upon 
God as weak and shall be dealt with according 
-to the weakness of their faith. But thou,’ 
when thou standest up for prayer, shouldst be . 
certain that thy God is powerful over all. 
Then shall thy prayers be accepted and thou 
shalt see the wonders of the power of God 
which I have seen. My witness is not of hear-' 
say but of actual sight. If a person does not 
consider God as powerful over everything, 
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how can his prayers be accepted and how can 
he have the courage to pray to God for deliver- 
ance, which he deems to be against the laws of 
nature, from afflictions and adversities. But 
thou blessed man, be not thou so weak of faith. 
Thy God is the Omnipotent Being who has 
hung innumerable stars without any pillars 
to rest upon, and who has created heaven 
and earth out of nothing. Dost thou suspect 
that He shall not be able to help thee in thy 
difficulties? Nay, but thy own ” mistrust 
shall deprive thee. Almighty God is never 
weak, but His Holy Word teaches us with 
regard to His jaws of prayer, that out of His 
infinite mercy, He deals with the supplicators 
like a friend. Sometimes He does not enforce 
His own will but accepts the prayer of the sup- 
plicator as is indicated in ply siut | 4201 
** Ask and I shall give.”” and sometimes He exe- 
cutes His own will and requires the supplicator to 
submit to it as He says: 
pols Wiaytd Pye ust pS sha 

“Verily We shall try you with somewhat 
of fear and hunger.” This He does that . 
He may elevate the certainty and know- 
ledge of a person when his prayer is listened to, 
and that again by making His servant submit 
to His will, He may grant him the honour 
of His pleasure, elevate his dignity and promote 
tes in the path of guidance by thus loving 
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In short, our God has innumerable wonder 
but shows them only for those who are His 
in faith and sincerity. He does not display 
them to those who have no faith in His 
wondrous might and are not His faithful ser- 
vants. Woe to him who is still ignorant of the 
fact that he has a God Who has power over every 
thing. My God is my paradise ;-in my God have 
¥ my highest bliss for J have seen Him and found 
that He possesses every beauty. This is a 
wealth to be possessed though one’s self may 
be lost in gaining it, and a jewel to be bought 
though one’s self may be extinguished in getting 
it. All ye that lack this blessing, run to this 
fountain for it shali quench your thirst. It 
is the fountain, of life and shall save you from 
destruction. Ah! what should I do and how 
should I impréss these glad tidings upon the 
hearts of the people! With what trumpets 
should I declare the Wonderfulness and Might of 
God on every inhabited corner of the earth that 
allmen may hearit ! Whatremedy should I apply 
that their ears may be opened to my voice! 

If you will be God’s people, know it for 
certain that He shall be your God. You shall 
be sleeping and God shall be awake for you. 
You shall be negligent of the enemy and God 
Shall see him and frustrate his evil plans. You 
are not yet aware what power belongs to your 
God. Had you Imnown it, no day would 
have ever found you grieving for this world. 
Tf any one has vast treasures in his possessions, 
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will he weep and cry or commit suicide for the 
loss of a farthing ? If you had been aware of 
the rich treasure that your God will perform 
all things for you and that He will be your 
refuge in every distress, you would not have 
been mad after the world. Your God is a 
precious treasure ; set great store by Him for 
He can assist you in every step that you may 
take. Without God you are nothing and your 
means and plans are useless. Do not imitate 
other peoples who have put their whole trust 
in earthly means. Like the serpent that 
eats dust, they eat the dust of earthly 
means, and like the dogs and vultures which 
fall upon a rotten carcass they are tearing a 
carrion with their teeth, They are removed 
farthest off from God. They worship men and 
eat swine and drink wine like water. For their 
excessive trust in earthly means and ceasing 
to pray to God for help, they are dead. The 
heavenly spirit has quitted them as a pigeon 
quits its nest and takes flight. Their interior 
is infected with the leprosy of world-worship 
which has consumed them from within. 

I do not forbid you to have recourse to the 
means which are necessary to attain to an end, 
but I forbid you from becoming slaves to the 
means, from trusting in them alone and forget- 
ting God who provides the means. Had you an 
eye, you would have seen that beside God all 
is naught. You cannot stretch out your arm, 
nor withdraw it but with His permission. He 
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who is spiritually dead would laugh at it, but 
his death would have been better for him than 
his laughter. Beware that you do not imitate 
other people because they have made a certain 
progress in this world, and follow in their foot- 
steps to attain a similar success. Heer and 
understand that they are quite ignorant of and 
utter strangers to that God who calls you to 
‘Himself. But what is their God? Only a 
weak human being ; and, therefore, they are 
left in their remissness. I do not prohibit you 
from having a business or occupation; but 
-do not follow them who consider this world 
as the goal of all their aims and desires. Be 
continually praying to God to grant you power 
and ability in the execution of all your affairs 
whether temporal or religious, But let not 
your prayers be empty words uttered by your 
lips alone, but let them be sincere supplications 
proceeding from the heart. Let it be your 
sincere belief that every blessing descends from 
‘heaven. There is no righteousness in you 
unless when you face any difficulty or under- 
take a business, you close the doors of all 
material resources and humbly throw yourselves 
‘down at the threshold of God, asking for His 
grace to deliver you from the difficulty, or help 
you in your undertaking. Then shall the 
holy spirit assist you and an unknown way shall 
be opened for you. Have mercy on your souls 
.and follow not those who have severed all their 
‘connections with God, and given themselves 
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wholly to material resources so much so that 
they cannot utter the words aWisis-) (if it 
please God) to seek strength from God. May 
.God open your eyes so that you may be able to 
see that your God is the pillar of all your plans. 
If the pillar falls, will the roof remain? It 
would not only fall itself, but also cause the 
loss of many lives. In like manner, your plans. 
can never succeed without the assistance of God. 
If you do not seek the assistance of God and 
make it the guiding rule of your life, you shall: 
never succeed, and your days will end in grief. 
Do not imagine that my words are not true 
‘because other people have seen prosperity, 
although they know not the God who is your 
perfect and powerful God. They are led into 
temptation for forsaking God. When a person 
- forsakes God and takes delight in the lusts and 
luxuries of this world and is desirous of its 
riches, he is tempted by having all these doors 
ope to him, whereas the door of religion is 
shut upon him and he is quite denuded of his 
spirituality, and when overtaken by ‘death while 
involved in his wordly entanglements, he is 
cast into an eternal hell. Sometimes, however,. 
he is tempted by the wreck of all his wordly 
schemes. But the former temptation is more- 
dangerous than the latter because it makes a 
man vain, though both classes are under the 
wrath of God. 
__ . The fountain-head of true delight is God. 
How can heavenly bliss be the lot then of those 
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who are quite ignorant of the Living and Sup- 
porting God and turn their faces away from 
Him. Blessed is he who understands this secret 
and woe to him who comprehends it not. 
Follow not the wisdom of the world nor regard 
it with honour, for it is nothing but ignorance.. 
True wisdom is that which God has taught you 
in His Word. Lost are they who love world- 
wisdom but those who seek wisdom and know- 
ledge in the Word of God, shall prosper. 
Follow not the paths of ignorance. Do you 
presume to teach God what He knows not? 
Do you run after the blind that they may lead 
you and show you the way? Ye fools! the 
blind will not jead the blind. True wisdom 
comes from the holy spirit as has been promised 
to you. Through the spirit you will be taken 
to the pure fountain of knowledge which is. 
beyond the reach of other people. If you ask 
with a sincere heart, you will find it. Then will 
you understand that this is the knowledge. 
which renews you and breathes a life into you 
and brings conviction to you. How will he 
give you clean food who himself feeds upon a 
carcass ? How can the blind show you the way? 
Every word of pure wisdom descends from 
heaven ; what do you seek from earthly people? 
Wisdom is the inheritance of those whose 
souls rise to heaven. How can he bring you to- 
conviction whéd has no conviction himself ¢ 
But purity of heart is the first condition, and 
truth and sincerity are the primary require- 
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ments, and then what you ask shall be given to 
you. Think not that the age of Divine Revela- 
tion is past and that the holy spirit does not 
descend now as it used to doin times past. The 
perfect law has finally been revealed to the world 
in the holy Quran but the doors of revelation are 
not closed, for revelation is the soul of the true 
faith. Religion not accompanied by revelation, 
is not a living system but a dead log. I tell 
you truly that every other door may be closed 
but the door of revelation can never be closed. 
Open the windows of your hearts that it may 
enter them. You are removing yourselves 
farther away from that Bright ‘Sun because 
you close the windows through which its rays 
can find an entrance into your heart. Thou 
fool! arise and open the windows of thy heart 
and the light shall enter into it af itself, 
Almighty God has not closed against you the 
doors of worldly blessings but has opened 
them wider than they were in the past. Do you 
think that the ways of heavenly blessings of 
which you feel the greater need now, have 
been stopped in this age? That cannot be. 
The doors of heavenly blessings are also opened 
more widely and clearly. When Almighty God 
has opened to you the door of all the blessings 
of the former prophets, why do you not enter 
and welcome the precious boon? Let your 
thirst be for that fountain and the water will 
flow to you. Cry like a babe for that heavenly 
milk and it shall come to you as it comes to the 
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suckling. Make yourselves deserving of mercy 
that ‘mercy may be shown to you. Be sore 
vexed that comfort may be given to you. 
Lament and ery that He may take you by the 
hand. Difficult and strait is the path which is 
the path of God, but it is made easy for those 
who fall into the bottomless pit ready to die. 
They decide to enter into fire and to burn in 
it for the sake of their beloved one. They 
actually thrust themselves into that fire and, to 
their surprise, find it the very paradise. It is in 
reference to this that the Almighty God has said 

wii 3 yds lata 7 che Et yy It Kae ly 

(pe ) (sim {ga3 wt 1B} pad gt gid] w a] 

“Ye that are wicked and ye that are righteous, 
there is not one of you who shall not pass over 
hell-fire, but those who go down into it for 
fear of God shall be delivered while those who 
walk on it only in obedience to their sensual 
passions, shall be consumed in it. This is a 
settled decree of God.” Blessed are they who 
struggle with their passions for fear of God, 
but woe to them who fight with God in blind 
obedience to their carnal desires. He who 
puts aside the commandments of God for his 
own passions, shall never enter into heaven. 
Try therefore, that not a jot or a tittle of the 
Holy Quran should bear witness against you, lest 
you may have to answer it, for the slightest in- 
jquity shall bring proportionate punishment upon 
you. The days of your life are few and short, and 
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your work is yet unfinished. Walk fast for the day 
is going away and the evening is nigh. Consider 
well what shall be required of you; lest you 
leave something undone and find yourselves 
undone at last; lest the thing you are going to 
offer, should be impure or counterfeit and 
unworthy of being presented to the Lord. 

T am told that some of you do not admit 
the authority of the traditions. Such men are 
in error. My teaching is that three things have 
been given you for guidance, the Holy Quran, 
the sunnat (usage) and the hadis (tradition). 
The Holy Quran inculcates the doctrine of the 
Unity, the Glory and the Majesty of God. It 
decides the differences that arose between the 
Jews and the Christians. For instance, it 
corrects the error that Jesus Christ died on the 
cross and was subjected to curse and that con- 
sequently his soul did not rise to heaven as did 
those of the other prophets. You are likewise 
forbidden in the Holy Quran to worship any- 
thing besides God, for instance, any man or 
animal, the sun, the moon or any other heavenly 
body, a means to an end, or your own self. 
Take care, therefore, that you do not take a 
single step against the Divine injunctions and. 
the guidance of the Holy Quran. I tell youtruly 
that whoever breaks the least of the seven 
hundred commandments of the Holy Quran, 
closes with his own hands the door of salvation 
against himself. It is the Holy Quran that has 
shown to the world the true, clear and perfect 


29 


ways of salvation, all other inspired books being 
‘only its imperfect images. Read the Holy 
Quran attentively and love it dearly, more 
‘dearly than you love anything else in the 
world. For, the Word of God came to me, 
saying: ef 2&1 (3 5 ae) “All sorts -of 
goodness are contaimed in the Quran.” This 
is the truth, and woe betide him who gives 
prece to other things over the Holy Book. 
nthe Holy Quranis your only chance of salva- 
tion and Prospenity, and it is the fountain-head 
from which all blessings flow. There is not a 
single one of your religious or spiritual needs 
which is not supplied by the Holy Quran. It is 
the Holy Quran that will bear witness, or give 
the lie, to your faith on the day of judgment. 
There is no other book under heaven beside the 
Holy Quran which can guide ee into the right 
path independently of it. ighty God has, 
out of His infinite mercy and loving kindness 
to you, granted you a book like the Holy 
‘Quran. I tell you truly that had the book 
which has been rehearsed to you, been rehearsed 
to the Christians, it would have saved them 
from destruction, and had the guidance and 
blessings that have been granted to you, been 
granted to the Jews, they would have kept them 
back from a denial of Resurrection. Value it, 
therefore, for it is an inestimable boon. Itis the 
most valuableblessing, the most precious treasure. 
If the Holy Quran had not come, the whole 
world would have been but a rotten carcase, - 
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The Holy Quran is a book in comparison 
with which all other books of guidance offered 
to mankind are of no account. The teachings of 
the Gospels were inspired by the spirit which 
descended like a dove, a feeble bird which can 
be‘ seized and devoured even by an animal like 
the cat, which is itself proverbial for its weakness. 
This is the reason why the Christians gradually 
fell into the pit of weakness and are now utterly 
devoid of spirituality. They placed their 
faith in a dove and are, therefore, undone. 
But the Spirit of God which brought the Holy 
Quran appeared in a majestic semblance and 
filled the whole space between earth and heavens. 
What a fine contrast between the two semblances 
of the Holy Ghost respresenting the Gos- 
pels and the Holy Quran respectively, a poor 
dove on the one hand and a grand and awful 
semblance on the other. If there are no out- 
ward and inward obstacles, the Holy Quran 
can purify a man within a week. If you do 
not flee it, is can make you like the prophets. 
There is no other book on the face of the earth 
which teaches its followers the excellent 
and hopeful prayer which the Holy Quran has 
taught in the very beginning. It tells them to 
pray for all the blessings which were granted 
before them to other people, to the prophets 
and messengers of God, to the truthful, the 
martyrs and the righteous. Let your enter- 
prise be great, and do not reject that which the 
Holy Quran holds out to you, for it offers you the 
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rich blessings of God which were granted to- 
the holy persons before you. Has it not given 
you the kingdom of the Israelites and their 
holy temple ? Do you doubt then, ye of little 
faith and low spirits, that it is not able to 
bestow upon you the 7 ava benefits which 
were granted to the Israelites when it has 
made you the masters of all their temporal 
blessings ? Nay, doubt not, for Almighty God 
has far higher blessings in store for you. 
He has made you inherit their spiritual and 
temporal kingdoms, and from your hands these, 
shall not permanently pass away into those of 
another people until the day of judgment comes. 
He shall never withhold from you the blessings of 
revalation and inspiration, 1.¢. of being spoken to 
by God, but shall confer on you all those Divine 
blessings which He bestowed upon any people 
before you. But if any one makes a daring 
fabrication against God and says that he re- 
ceives the Divine revelation when he does not 
receive it, or that God has spoken to him 
when He has not spoken, J call God and His 
angels to witness that he shail perish, for he 
has spoken @ lie against God and been insolent 
and presumptuous towards Him. Be ye 
afraid, therefore, for the curse of God is upon 
those who fabricate visions and revelations. 
They think that there is no God, but the punish- 
ment of Ged shall overtake them and their 
evil day lies in wait for them. Let your foot- 
steps be guided by truth and sincerity snd: 
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‘by righteousness and‘love ‘of God, and let this 
be the aim and object of your life.” The Word 
-of God shall then descend upon whomsoever 
-of you He will. But do not make it the desire 
of your heart lest seeing your desire, the devil 
should tempt you and ne you to destruction. 
The service and worship of your Master should 
be your sole concern, and you-must be engaged 
with all your faculties in keeping His conimand- 
ments.’ Let your desire be to rise higher in 
certainty, not that you may be called inspired 
ones, but that you may be saved. © 

The Holy Quran has prescribed many holy 
commandments for you, one of which is that 
you should not set up with God other gods, 
for those who set up gods with God, never find 
their way to. the fountain of salvation. Do not 
speak a lie, for lying is also a shirk (setting 
up gods with God). It has been said in the 
Gospels that you should not look on a strange 
woman to lust after her, and that you may do 
so, otherwise, but the Holy Quran says to you 
that you should not look at strange women at 
all, ‘neither with a good intentién nor with 
a ‘bad intention, for on such octasions a man 
is apt to stumble. The Holy Quran enjoins 
upon you that you should cast down your looks 
when you.meét 2 woman, and that you should 
not see her features‘except in so far as is un- 
avoidable and that with a dim sight. 

It has been said in the Gospels that you 
should not drink to excess, but the Holy Quran 
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says to you that you should not drink wine at 

, for if you do, you shall not find the way of 
God, nor will He speak to you, nor purge your 
hearts of impurities. It tells you that wine is 
the imnovation of Satan, and that therefore 
you should shun it. : 

' Tt has been said in the Gospels that you 
should not be angry with your brother without 
a cause, but the Holy Quran says to you that 
you should not only suppress your own anger but 
algo act Upon ssa,zo5)},0 13 2. e. advise others to 
suppress their anger, and that you should not 
only be merciful yourselves but should also 
advise your brethren to show mercy to others. 

It has been said in the Gospels that you 
should not put away your wife except for the 
cause of fornication and should suffer every 
other impurity to which she yields but the 
Holy Quran says to you: yyasbll olabl! 
“Good women only are for good men.” It 
tells you that the pure and the impure cannot 
live together. If, therefore, any one’s wife 
is not guilty of actual fornication but looks 
to lust on other men or yields to their embraces 
and goes through the preliminaries of fornication, 
though she may not have committed fornication 
actually, and discloses to others those parts of 
her body which should be concealed and is a 
mischievous woman, and hates the Holy God 
who is your Lord, he should divorce her if she 
persists in her evil ways and does not repent 
of wickedness. She separates herself from. 
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her husband and is not flesh of his flesh, there- . 
fore it is not permitted him to live with her 
like a contended cuckold. She becomes like 
the flesh which is corrupt and rotten, and must 
be cut off, lest if it be allowed to remain, it 
should corrupt the whole body and cause 
death. 

It has been said in the Gospels that you 
should not swear at all, but the Holy Quran 
prohibits you only from vain swearing, for in 
some cases it 1s necessary to administer an oath 
to come to a decision. Almighty God does not 
wish to annihilate the means of proof, for it is 
His wisdom that has brought them about. It 
is natural that when there is no witness ina case, 
Almighty God should be called to witness. 


It has been said in the Gospels that you 
should not resist evil in any case, but the Holy 
Quran does not, like the Gospels, teach you un- 
conditional . non-resistance of evil on every 
occasion. It says to you: 

alf i_j© 5 i giely ldo aw "he Khaw ila 5) 5m 

** The recompense of evil is only evil proportion- 
ate thereto, but if a person forgives under 
circumstances when his forgiveness without 
causing any harm is likely to lead to a bene- 
ficial result and to render matters better, God 
shall be pleased with him and shall give him his 
reward:”” The Holy Quran neither justifies 
strict venegeance nor does it commend un- 
eonditional forgiveness on all. occasions. I¢ 
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Tequires us to consider and weigh the circum- 
stances of each case and adopt the course which 
is conducive to good. Weshould not punish or 
forgive in obedience to our impulses, but must 
exercise our judgment and act according to the 
propriety of the occasion. 

Tt has been said in the Gospels that you 
should love your enemies, but the Holy Quran 
says to you that you should have no enemies in 
obedience to your own desires, and that your 
sympathy should extend to all. Your enemies 
are only such as are the enemies of your God, 
your Prophet and the Word of God. Invite 
ven these to the right path and pray for them. 
To the individuals youshould bear no enmity, 
but you should hate their evil deeds. Let all 
your efforts be to reclaim these men and make 
them mend their ways. Thus it says 


“ Almighty God commands you to do justice, 
4.€., pry a good, and further, to do good even 
+o those who have done no good to you, and 
last of all to do good to your fellow-beings 
with the kindness of the kindred,” with the 
kindness of a mother towards her child, for 
‘instance. The person who does good to 
another is apt to remind him sometimes of 
the favour, and there sometimes lies hidden 
under it a sort of vanity. But when goodness 
proceeds out of a natural desire for doing good, 
no such infirmity accompanies it, This is, 
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therefore, the highest stage of goodness. 
This verse, moreover, calls attention to our 
duties to the Creator. In connection with this 
part of our duties ‘ad! or justice is that as a 
recompense for the numerous blessings which 
He has bestowed upon us, we should obey His 
commandments ; *hsan or goodness consists 
in believing in Him with such a certainty as if 
we were actually seeing Him; and #a-i-erlgurba 
or goodness out of a natural desire is that He 
should be worshipped and obeyed neither for 
love of paradise nor for fear of hell, but even 
if the abodes of bliss and torture were sup- 
posed to be non-existent, there should still be 
the same passionate love for Him, and the same 
complete submission to His will. 

t has been said in the Gospels that you 
should bless them that curse you, but the 
Holy Quran says to you that you should not 
bless or curse anyone out of your own desire, 
but first consult your heart which is the habi- 
tation of the glorious manifestations of 
Divinity, as to the manner in which you 
should deal by such a person, and act accord- 
ing to the guidance of the voice of God that 
speaks within you. If you find that such a 
person 1s riot cursed upon heaven, you must 
sympathise with him, lest in cursing him you 
oppose the will of God. But if the dictates of 
your conscience lead you to the conclusion 
that he is not excusable, you should not bless 
him, as no prophet of God has ever blessed Satan. 
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or declared him to be free fromcurse. But 
you must not be rash in cursing anybody, 
for many suspicions are false and many curses 
fall back on a man’s own head. Look before 
you leap and take good care before you do a 
thing. Seek assistance from God for you are 
blind. Do not proceed to do 2 thing in 
obedience to your desires, lest you should charge 
the just with iniquity and a man of truth with 
lying, and thus offend your God and bring 
to naught the good that you have done. 

It has been said in the Gospels that you 
should not do your good deeds before men: 
to be seen of them, but the Holy Quran says 
to you that you should neither do all your 
‘good deeds in public nor allin secret. When 
you consider it profitable to your own-self 
to do a deed in secret, you must do it in 
secret. But when you consider it beneficial to 
the public to do a deed in public, you must 
do it before men that they may see you, and 
be thus incited to follow your example 
and do good deeds like you. Your reward 
shall be double in such a case for in addition 

‘ to the goodness you have done, you will thus 
enable those who are infirm and have not 
the courage to do a good deed, to follow your 
example and do the good which they have 
seen you doing. In short, Almighty God has 
Himself expressed the wisdom of the words 
ip Boyt y(t. &, you must give your alms in 
secret as well as before men), and indicated 
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plainly that you should incite people to good 
deeds not only by your words and preaching, 
but also by your practice and example, for 
example is tar more efficacious than precept 
in most cases. 

It has been said in the Gospels that when. 
you pray, you should go into your closet, but 
the Holy Quran says to you that you should not: 

‘always pray in secret, but occasionally you. 
- must pray openly before men and in the 
congregations of your brethren so that when 
your prayer is accepted, it may increase the 
faith of your brethren, and also that your 
oe may lead others to pray to God. 

he Gospels praise those who are poor, 

meek and lowly, and those who are persecuted 
aud resist not the evil, but the Holy Quran says 
to you that humility, meekness and non-resist- 
ance of evil are, no doubt, commendable virtues, 
but if displayed on the wrong occasion, these are 
evils. Your good deeds, therefore, should be 
marked by the propriety of the occasion, 
for every virtue degenerates into a vice if not 
shown on the proper occasion. Rain is 
beneficial if it comes in time, but untimely 
rain is productive of loss. Mildness and se- 
verity, forgiveness and retaliation, blessing and 
cursing, and all other moral actions must be: 
esorted to as the occasion arises for them. 
Be: meek and humble but show not meekness . 
or humility out of place. The Holy Quran, 
moreover, teaches you that truly excellent moral 
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qualities; thatis, those that are not leavened with 
the poison of selfish desires, are only the gift -of 
the holy spirit from above. You cannot acquire 
them by your endeavours until they are 
bestowed upon you from heaven. Anyone who 
claims morality independently of the heavenly 
gift granted through the holy ghost, puts 
orward a false claim. There is mud and dirt 
beneath the surface of his water, which come 
up on the slightest agitation caused by 
selfish passions. Seek assistance from God 
every moment that your water may be cleaned 
from this mud and purified by means of the holy 
spirit. True and pure morality is a miracle 
of the righteous, in which the evil doers 
have no share,.for those who are not devoted 
to God, are not granted power from on high, 
and it is impossible that they should at any 
time acquire high moral qualities. Purify 
your connections with God. Givé up vain 
mockery, derision, vengeance, obscene 1 : 
avarice, lying, wickedness, evil glances, worldly- 
mindedness, vanity, disdain, en robation 
and all other iniquities, and you will get the 
assistance of heaven which will invest 
you with true morals. Unless you get the 
power from above which can draw you up, 
and unless the holy spirit enters into you which ° 
gives life, you are weak and groping in dark- 
ness. Up to that time you are dead and 
there is no life in you. In this state you can 
neither withstand any adversity, nor can you 
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save yourselves from vanity and pride if you 
are in well-to-do circumstances, and are under 
the control of Satan and your carnal desires. 
Your deliverance cannot he effected except 
that the holy spirit which comes from your God, 
should turn your faces to virtue and righteous- 
ness. Make yourselves the sons of heaven, not 
the children of the earth, and be the inheritors 
of light, not the lovers of darkness, that you 
may be safe irom the ways of Satan, for Satan 
comes out in the night and cannot venture to 
make his appearance in the day. He is the old 
thief who walks in darkness. (The Noah’s Ark.) 


“Who is a true Martyr. 


“ Bearin mind that atrue martyr (Shaheed) 
is not only the man who is killed in religious 
cause but also the man who in all trials and 
difficulties remains firm and faithful to God, 
and who is ready to suffer any hardship in the 
path of God. Shaheed literally means a wit- 
ness and, therefore, everyone who has such a 
living and certain faith in the existence of 
God that he may be said to have witnessed 
Him and the glorious manifestations of His 
power is a Shaheed or a martyr. He believes 
in the existence of God and in His mighty 
power and control over all with such certamty 
as if he had witnessed them. When the 
spiritual wayfarer has reached this stage, 
he finds no difficulty in laying down his life 
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in the path of God : rather he feels supreme 
pleasure and bliss in it. By laying down life 
in the path of God it is not meant that a person 
should seek an occasion to be actually murdered. 
What is meant is that he should prefer pleasure 
of God to his own desires and interests, that is 
to say, whenever his own interests and desires 
‘clash with his duty to God, he should willingly 
forsake the former. Everyone should reflect 
whether it is this life that he loves most or the 
next ; whether if he meets with any difficulty 
‘or is subjected to any hardship in the path of 
‘God, he would’ bear it with heart’s joy, and 
whether if he is required to lay down his life, 
he is prepared forit. This is a spiritual stage 
to which it is my object to lead my disciples. ” 

“~ (Vol. I, R. R. 1902). 


The last Words of Advice to his followers. 


Bear in mind then, my dear friends, that 
it being an established Divine law that 
He shows two manifestations of His. power 
that He may thus bring to naught two false 
pleasures of the opponents, itis not possible 
that He should neglect this old law now. Be 
not, therefore, grieved at what I have said 
-and let not your hearts feel sorry, for it is 
necessary for you to see a second manifestation 
of Divine power, and _ it 1s better for you for 
it is perpetual and will not be intercepted till 
the Day of Judgment. But it cannot come 
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until I go, and when I go, then will Almigat 
God send it for you and it will remain wi 
you for ever. Thus had Almighty God promised 
in the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya and that promise 
does not concern me, but it concerns you, as — 
He says: ‘“ And I will make those who follow 
thee prevail over those who deny thee to the 
Day of Judgment.” It is necessary, therefore, 
that you should see the day of my departure, so 
that after it may come that blessed day whose 
promise continues for ever. Our Godisa true 
and faithful God and He is true to His promise, 
and He will make you witness everything that He 
-has promised. Although these are the 
last days of the world and many are the tri- 
bulations which must come, yet it is necessary 
-that the world should hold all that is in it until 
all these prophecies are fulfilled. - I have 
appeared as the power of God upon earth 
aud I am an embodiment of Divine power, 
and after me will come others who will be 
manifestations of His second power. Wait, 
therefore, for the manifestation of this 
second power and pray for it in one body. 
It is necessary that the righteous in 
every country should pray together, so that 
the other power may descend from heaven 
and show you how powerful is the Lord your 
God. Uook-upon your death as at the door, 
for you do not know when the hour may come. 
It is necessary that the righteous from 
among my followers, whose souls are free 
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from impurities should take people into dis~ 
cipleship in my name.* Almighty God wills. 
it that all those who inhabit different parts of 
the earth, the Occidentals and the Orientals, 
all who possess a good nature, should be drawn 
to a belief in the Unity of God and thus collected 
in one faith. This is the object of God ior 
which I have been sent to the world. Follow 
this object, therefore, but with meekness, high 
morals and incessant prayers, and until one- 
stands up with the holy spirit from God, work 
all in agreement after me. . 

It is also necessary that you should show 
true sympathy and purify your souls, and thus 
get the blessing of the holy spirit for without 
the holy spirit true righteousness can never” 
be attained, After utterly forsaking all passions;. 


__*Such men Will be selected by the agreement of the 
faithful. Any one, therefore, about whom forty righteous 
Rersons from among my followers should agree that ooo 
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t to accept batat in my name from other people shall 
make himself an ¢x- 


revelation, and trath would prosper OY. 
people would accept the trath. Wait, therefore, for: 
those days, and ed 
in his own time, for before that time he | 
like an ordinary man, or appeat bjectionable on 
account of some false impressions, 95 every one Who- 
afterwards becomes a grown UP -and p a 
one time only semen or 9 portion of clotted blood in. 
the womb. 
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‘walk for the pleasure of God in a path than 
which no path is narrower. Be not charmed 
with the enjoyments of this world for they 
separate you from God, and for the sake of God 
lead a life which seems hard. Pain in which 
is the pleasure of God is better than the pleasure 
which is the cause of the displeasure of God. 
Defeat in which is the pleasure of God is better 
than the victory which brings with it the wrath 
of God. Forsake the things whose love brings 
you nearer the wrath of God. If you come 
to Him with a pure heart, he will assist you 
in every path and your enemy will not be able 
to do you any harm. You can never attain 
the pleasure of God until you forsake your 
own pleasures, your enjoyments, your position, 
your property and your life, and in His 
path meet every difficulty which brings before 
your eyes the scene of death. But if you 
meet all difficulties, you will be taken into 
the bosom of God like a dear child, and made 
heirs to the righteous who have gone before 
you and the doors of every blessing will be 
opened to you. But there are very few who 
can do it. Addressing me Almighty God said 
that righteousness is a tree which should be 
planted in the heart, and the water which gives 
nourishmentto the tree of righteousness, waters 
the whole garden. Righteousness is a root 
whose death brings death upon all and whose 
life gives life to all. What does it benefit 
man that he should assert with the mouth 
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that he seeks God, but should not take a step 
in sincerity. Remember, I say to you truly, 
that the man will perish who . has a leaven of 
worldliness in his faith, and hell is very near the 
soul whose intentions are not all for God, but 
some are for God and some for this world. If 
there is an atom’s weight of worldliness in your 
object, all your worship is in vain. It is Satan 
you follow in that case and not God. Never 
expect that God will assist you in this condition, 
for you are a worm of the earth in this case and 
you will perish like a worm in a few days, and 
God will not be in you but will be pleased to- 
destroy you. But if you really submit your- 
selves to death, then you will appear in God, 
and God will be pleased with you and the house- 
will be blessed in which you live, and 
the blessings of God will descend upon the 
walls of that house, and the city will be blessed 
in which such a man lives. If your lifeand . 
your death and all your movements and your 
mildness and severity are all for the sake 
of God, and you do not try your God in every 
difficulty and distress, but make an advance- 
ment in every step, then truly you will be a 
favourite people of God. You are also men as. 
Iam aman, and the same God who is my 
God is also your God. Neglect not, therefore, 
your powers of purity. If you incline wholly 
to God, then bear in mind, and I say it to you 
as God has directed me to say, that you will 
be a chosen people of God. Make your hearts. 


46 


the seat of the majesty of God, and express 
His unity not only with your tongue, but also 
in your actions, so that God also may send 
down His grace and favours upon you. 
Shun vengeance and show sympathy to all 
your fellow-beings. Walk-in every path of 
‘virtue, for you do not know by walking in 
which you will find acceptance in the sight of 
‘God. 

I bear to you these glad tidings that there 
is no one in the field to contest with you the 
nearness of God. Every nation is loving the 
world, and the world cares nothing for things 
‘which can make a man attain the pleasure of 
God. There is a unique opportunity for those 
who with their whole heart and soul will enter 
this gate, to show their merits and find favour 
in the sight of God. Do not think that 
God will destroy you, for you are a seed 
-of God’s hand which is sown in the earth. 
Almighty God says that this seed will grow 
‘and bear flowers and fruit and its branches’ 
will extend on all sides and it will become 
a powerful tree. Blessed is he who believes 
in the Word of God, and does not fear the 
intermediate trials, for trials must come 
that God may try you and see who is true 
in his promise of bai’at and who is false. He 
who stumbles at a trial cannot make the cause 
of God suffer any loss, and his evil fortune 
would take him to hell: Better it would have 
deen for him if he had not been born. But 


47 


all those will be victorious and the doors of 
Divine blessings will be opened on them who 
wait patiently till the end, though they are 
shaken with the earthquakes of calamities 
and the storms of difficulties, and laughed at 
by the nations of the earth and hated and ab- 
horred by the world. Addressing me Almighty 
God said that I should inform my followers 
that those who believe, and whose faith is not 
leavened with worldliness, nor tainted with 
hypocrisy or weakness of heart, and whose faith 
does not fall short of any degree of obedience 
and submission—these are they who are the 
chosen people of God, and these are they whose 
step is a step of sincerity. 

Listen, all ye that will listen! What is 
that God desires of you. Only this that you 
should be entirely His, and not set up with 
Him any other God, neither in heaven nor in 
earth. Our God is the God who is living now 
as He was living before, Who speaks now as 
He spoke before, and Who hears now as He 
heard before. It is an unfounded idea 
that He hears now, but He does not speak. 
He speaks as He hears; all His attri- 
butes are eternal, and none of them lies or 
will ever lie idle. He is the one, without 
any partner, Who has neither son nor wife. 
He has no like or equal, and as He is 
distinguished by attributes which no one else 

ossesses, 80 there is none other who should 
e unique in any respect like Him. There is 
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none of equal rank with Him and none who 
has the same attributes, and He holds all 
power in His hands. Being very far He is 
still very near and being near, He is still far. 
He shows Himself by way of similitude to the 
seers, but he has neither body nor form. He 
is above all, but we cannot say that below Him 
there is anything else ; He is on the arsh, 
but we cannot say He is not on earth. He 
is the Master of all the periect attributes, 
the manifestation of all the praises, the source 
of all beauties, the possessor of all power, the 
origin of all grace, the returning lace of all 
things, the King of all regions, the Lord of all, 
Who has every perfection and is free from every 
fault or weakness, and to Him is due worship. 
from all those who are in heaven or in earth. 
There is nothing impossible with Him, and all 
the souls and their faculties and all the particles 
of matter and their powers are His creation, 
and without Him nothing can come into exist- 
ence. He manifests Himself by His own 
power and might and signs, and Him we can 
find only through Him. He ever manifests 
Himself to the righteous and shows them the 
wonders of His power. It is thus that He is 
recognised and it is thus that His will is 
known. He _ sees without physical eyes, 
and hears without tahoe ears, and speaks 
without a physical tongue. Thus does He 
cteate out of nothing. As you see that in a 
vision He creates a world without any matter 
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and shows non-existent things to be existent, 
such are all the wonders of His power. He is a 
fool who denies His power and He is blind 
who is ignorant of ‘His deep power. He does; 
and can do, everything except that which is 
opposed to His greatness ‘Gr is against His 

romise, He is alone in His’ person and attri- 
adres and works and powers. To attain to Him 
all doors are closed except the door which the 
Holy Quran has opened. (The Will of the Pro- 
mised Messiah). . 


An Exhortation to his followers.and a Grand 
Prophecy which the World should bear witness 


in every age. 


My followers, may the Almighty God -be 
with you. May He prepare you for your 
pilgrimage to the next world as He prepared 
the companions of the Holy Prophet. The de- 
sires of this world are all vain. Oursed is 
the man whose lifeis given up solely to the world 
and woe to him who is all in all taken up with 
its anxieties. Such a onein vain ‘calls himself 
my follower ; he is like the dry branch that will 
bear no fruit and will, therefore, be cut off, 
But be ye of those who are blessed because*they 
enter with. all their heart into the spirit of my 
teaching and are saved.’ Look upon your God 
as One, and do not ascribe to Him any partne?, 
either in heaven.or in earth. You are not.for- 
bidden to make use of means, but he who 
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forsakes God and trusts to his means solely, 
sets up others with Him in whom should be 
all your trust. Almighty God has been saying 
of old by the mouth of His prophets that none 
will be saved except the pure in heart. Purify 
yourselves, therefore, and purge your hearts of 
spite and hatred which is notfor God. The dis- 
obedient spirit is full of impurities but the worst 
of all is vanity, for it is the root from which in- 
fidelity springs. Sympathise with your fellow- 
beings whom you invite to a heavenly life, 
for how can your invitation be true if you 
do them evil in this transitory life. Obey 
all orders of your God with fear of heart, 
for you will be Gussuoned as to them. Let 
your prayers be full of humble supplications 
to God that He may draw you to Himself 
and purify your hearts. Man is a weak crea- 
ture and he cannot get rid of evil except 
with divine help. He has not the power to 
~ free himself from the bondage of sin except 
that power be granted to him from heaven. The 
utterance of afew words or a formal subscrip- 
tion to the faith, does not make you a true 
Muslim. Islam requires you to bow down in 
complete submission to the Divine threshold, 
so as to give a preference to God and His 
commandments over everything else. 

My dear friends! know it for certain that 
time has reached its end and a great change 
has taken place in the world. Do not deceive 
yourselves with forms and appearances, but 
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be perfect in the righteousness of your hearts. 
Make the Holy Quran your guide and obtain 
light fromitin every religious matter. But at 
the same time do not discard the traditions of 
the Holy Prophet as waste, for they are of great 
importance and much labour has been spent 
in their collection. But if a tradition con- 
tradicts the Holy Quranit does not proceed from 
a pure source and must be thrown away. The 
Holy Quran has been handed down to you with 
special Divine protection, therefore value the 
pure word of God and give it precedence over 
everything else, forin this lies righteousness 
and uprightness ‘of hearts. 

It should be borne in mind that the 
efficacy of a preacher’s words depends upon the 
sanctity and Divine knowledge which he is 
known to possess. Now Almighty God has 
furnished thousands of arguments for the truth 
of my claim so that all men may know that 
the person who invites them to the path of 
righteousness, possesses the highest Divine 
lmowledge. As to my righteousness. there 
ig none who can lay any blame to my charge 
or accuse me of fabrication, lying or cheating 
during my former life. Had my conduct been 
impeachable in the past, there would have been 
some ground to assert that I was an impostor 
in my present claim. But there is none who 
can assert that my former life wasin any way 
blamable. It is the ae of God that He gave 
me the power to walk in righteousness from my 
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early days and for him who thinks there is a 
shining argument in this, As to my claim, 
full light has been thrown on every side of it. 
All sorts of arguments necessary for establish- 
ing the truth of my claim have been manifested 
by God. Signs have appeared for me upon 
heaven as, well as on earth. All the prophets 
from the beginning gave the glad tidings 
of my advent and all those aa have 
been fulfilled in my person. It is impossible 
. that these manifold arguments should have 
been manifested for an impostor. Nay, the 
scriptures bear a clear testimony that the mm- 
postor is soon cut off and disgrace is brought 
upon his head and he is destroyed from the 
face of the earth. But my claim of havi 

been sent by God has been published for more 
than twenty-three years ‘as is clear from the 
first part of the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya. Are 
these the ways of God, or has it ever occurred, 
that He should not bring down His wrath upon 
the imprudent and wicked impostor who forges 
a new revelation every morning and then puts it 
forth as the Word of God whereas itis all his own 
fabrication, and continues these arrogant asser- 
tions for the long period of 23 years ? Nay, is 
it possible that instead of destroying such an 
arrogant blasphemer, God should bestow on 
him His assistance which He gives to the 
Tighteous and show signs and fulfil prophecies 
for him. Can any one point out any false 
claimant to Messiahship before me for whom 
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any such wonderful prophecy was fulfilled 
as that relating to the eclipse of the sun and the 
moon related in the Holy Quran and the authentic 
traditions, or who was raised in the beginnin 

of the century which according to trustworthy 
traditions is the time of the appearance of a 
true Reformer, or who was raised with a claim 
to break the cross when it was in the zenith 
of its power, or who was assisted by God in every 
step, or who showed hundreds of thousands 
of heavenly signs, or who was given true honour 
and real acceptance like me on the face of the 
earth, or who had hundreds of prophecies fulfilled 
for him, or who appeared at the appointed hour 
as foretold by all the prophets, or whose prayers 
were accepted in the same manner as mine are, 
or whose words had the efficacy to draw men 
out of evil, and that Almighty God favoured 
him with all these blessings notwithstanding 
his presistent imposture for a long period ? 

Tt is.a most certain fact that the promise 
which had been given of old by the prophets of 
‘God, has now been fulfilled. It is the final 
struggle between the Messenger of God and 
the arch-fiend. This is the time and hour 
which was foretold by Daniel. I came as a 
grace of God for the seekers after truth but I 
was laughed at. “Base appellations were hurled 
at me and I was called a heretic and the anti- 
Christ and I was numbered with the wicked. 
But it was necessary that all this should have 
happened so that the prophecy contained in the 
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last verse of the Fattha should have been ful- 
filled. It was necessary that the religious 
leaders of the people should have denied me and 
thus acquired a resemblance with the Jewish 
priests. The whole blame of my rejection by 
the Muslims is upon the shoulders of their 
leaders who have led them astray. Not only 
are they themselves falling away from the path 
of righteousness but they ore also diverting 
the ignorant people from it. What machina- 
tions and artful means are they devising against 
me, but will they overcome God? Can they 
prevent the Almighty from accomplishing His 
object made known to the world by the 
mouth of His prophets 2? They themselves and 
all those whom they trust are but worms in 
the eye of God. 

Let the whole world bear witness that I 
prophesy in the name of the Lord of earth and 
heaven that He will spread my followers in 
all countries and make them overcome every 
other people by reasons and arguments. The 
days are approaching and are very near when 
the religion preached by me, will be the only 
religion that will be regarded with honour upon 
the face of the earth. Almighty God will bless 
this religion and this movement in a wonderful 
manner, and will bring te naught every one who 
thinks of destroying it. The victory which it will 
gain will be a lasting victory and its supremacy 
will continue to the end of days. It matters 
little if I am scorned now, for there is no prophet 
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who was not laughed at. It was necessary 
that the Promised Messiah should have been 
laughed at, for says the Holy Quran : 
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“ Alas ! for the people, no Apostle comes to 
them but they laugh him to scorn.” Every 
one that comes from God ought, therefore, 
to be laughed at and scorned. But it is im- 
possible that men should laugh ata man who 
descends from heaven before their eyes 
and is accompanied by hosts of angels. Every 
sensible person can see from this that the 
descent of the Messiah from heaven is an absurd 
and false theory. Bear in mind that no one 
. will ever descend from heaven. All those who 
oppose me will die, but they will not see the 
Messiah coming down from heaven. Their 
children will then pass away without witnessing 
the descert of the son of Mary. The children 
of their children will also pass away but they 
too will not witness such a strange sight. 
Then the upholders of this theory will be con- 
founded, for the time of the supremacy of the 
cross will have passed away and the world 
will have entered a new era, but Jesus will not 
come down from heaven. All sensible men will 
then feel an aversion to such a belief. The 
third century from this day shall not have 
passed away when all those who look for the 
descent of Jesus from heaven, whether Christians 
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or Muhammadans, will despair of it and 
will forsake the false belief which is now so 
fondly cherished. Then will there be one 
religion in the world and one Leader. I have 
been sent to sow a seed and I have sown it. 
It will now grow and bear flowers and fruit in 
due season, and there is none who can uproot it. 


(Vol. 11, R. R. 1908). 
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